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School district looks
distinguished once again
August 25, 2010

by Emily Canning-Dean

Reporter

Twinsburg -- For the fifth straight year, the school
district has received the highest designation
possible -- for the past three years, "excellent with
distinction" -- on the annual state report card
issued by the Ohio Department of Education.

School administrators say they were elated to learn
of the news Aug. 20 to conclude the first week of
school.

"I think this was possible again because we have a
staff, community and students working hard and
working together," said Superintendent Steve
Marlow Aug. 24.

The official report from the Ohio Department of
Education won't be released until Aug. 27, and the
ODE cautioned on its website that the information
it has released on the 2009-10 state report card
data is preliminary.

"It's great to have this stamp of approval from the
state, knowing that what we are doing is working,"
said Board of Education member David Andrews.

Curriculum Director Susan Buckbee said the
district met all of the 26 performance indicators for
the 2009-10 school year, an improvement over last
year when 29 out of 30 indicators were met.

These indicators include reading, writing, math
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social studies and science tests at various grade
levels, as well as the district's attendance and
graduation rates.

The district also met adequate yearly progress for
all student subgroups, earning a performance index
score of 105.1 out of a possible 120.

"That is the highest performance index score we
have ever had," Buckbee said. "We are very
excited about the improvement on that."

The performance index reflects the achievement of
each student by assigning a weighted score to each
student on each test taken.

For example, a weighted score of 1.2 is given to a
student with an advanced score on a test. A student
with an accelerated score is given a 1.1, a student
with a proficient score is given a 1.0, a student
with a basic score receives a 0.6 and a student with
a limited score receives a 0.3.

Last year, the district also met AYP.

To meet adequate yearly progress, the district must
show improvement on math and reading test
scores from the previous year in all of the district's
subgroups. In Twinsburg these subgroups include
African American students, all students,
Asian/Pacific Islander students, economically
disadvantaged students, limited English students,
multi-racial students, students with disabilities and
white students.

While Buckbee said she is thrilled with the results
of the report card, she noted that the district's
ultimate goal is to have 100 percent of students
pass 100 percent of the tests.

"Every student is someone's child or grandchild
and we want them to achieve success," she said.
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